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St. Mark's ‘butheran Church, 


FrARGO, NORTM DARLOTA. 


‘ 


St. Mark’s is centrally located, corner of Eighth Street and 
Fourth Avenue North. The church is a neat frame structure, 
Gothic style, 36 x 50 feet; with an infant room, 12 x 18 feet, in 
the rear. Last year extensive improvements were made and 
Electric Lights introduced. The lot is 100 x 140 feet, on which is 
also a six-roomed parsonage. 

Though Fargo was visited in the Summer and Fall of 1885 
and services held, no permanent work was done till the Spring of 
1886; when Rev. W. F. Ulery, Missionary of the General Council, 
secured the ground and made preparations to build. On July 25th, 


the corner stone was laid, Revs. G. H. Trabert, A. J. D. Haupt and 


W. K. Frick assisting the Missionary. November 28th, the Church 
was dedicated to the service of God. Easter Sunday, 1887, the 
first regular communion was celebrated. After completing the 
Church, the building of a Parsonage was undertaken. 

In July, 1887, Rev. W. F. Ulery was succeeded by Rev. G. H. 
Gerberding, D. D., who served the congregation till August 1894. 
In October of the same year, Rev. H. K. Gebhart took up the 
work, under whose efficient pastorate the mission continues to 


prosper. . 
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MINUTES. 


Opening Serviee. 


Sr. ‘Marx’s CuvrcH, Farco, N. Dak., 
WEDNESDAY, June 23, 1897. 


The Seventh Annual Meeting of the “English Evan- — 


gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest” was opened 
on Wednesday evening, June 23, 1897, in St. Mark's 
Church, Fargo, N. Dak., Rev. H. K. Gebhart, Pastor. 

- (Nhe opening services were conducted by the Pres- 
ident and Secretary, consisting of the Order for Public 
_ Confession and the Morning Service. The President, 
Rev. W. K. Frick of Milwaukee, Wis., preached the 


Synodical Sermon on Rom. i, 1416: “The Debt of the- 


Church to the Unchurched.” 
The members of the Synod partook of the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar. 


At the conclusion of the service, the President an- 


nounced the Committee on Credentials, consisting of — 


Revs. J. A. Leas, Wm. H. Zuber, and Mr. C. N. Erick- 
son. 


‘Pirst Session. 


Peiniaiat: June 24, 9 A. M. 
The first Business Session was opened with the 
Matin Service, conducted by the officers of Synod, 


the President concluding with the Order for the 


Opening of Synods, 
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The Roll was called by Parishes. On the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS, 


and the subseq uent reception of three Congregations, 


one Pastor, and the Ordination of a Candidate for the 
Ministry, the roll was finally completed. It shows an 


attendance of 8 Pastors and 6 Lay Delegates, repre. 


senting 9 of the 13 Parishes entitled to representation. 


ROLL OF SYNOD. 


6 iad 
Pastors. 2 PARISHES. Lay Dexe- 
GATES. 
| 
o 


W.K. Frick. 


J F. Ohi, Mus. D. 


Ss. W. Kuhns. 


J. F. Beates, a. e. 
Alfred Ramsey. 


W. H. Zuber. 


A. C. Sweinsberg, 


a.e. 
H. K. Gebhart. 


R. L. Leatherman, 


a. 
L. Grey, r. a. e. 


A.C. Anda, a. e. 
. J. A. Leas 
. Frank. Jensen, o. 


1873 
1874 


1875 
1884 
1885 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1891 
1893 
1894 
1894 
1897 


1891/\Church of Redeemer, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
1894)|[Rector of Milwau.- 
kee Hospital and 
Deaconess Mother r- 
: house. 
1895/St. John’s, 

Duluth, Minn. 


Holy Trinit 
Seattle, Wash. 
1896/St. John’s, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
1895|Trinity, 
St. Paul, Minn 


1896|Holy Trinity (Wom-| 


an’s Memorial), 
Salt Lake City. 
1895/St. Marks, 
Pargo, N. Dak. 
Charge. 


1894/St. John’s, 
acoma, Wash. 


Salem 
M Minn. 
. Luke’s, 

Goodhue, Minn. 


N. Brickson. 


Andrew Holt. 
Albert Berg, 
a. 


C. A. Sneider. 


H.A. Swanson. 


C. A. Smith. 
M. B. Boulton. 


a., absent; e. at ‘this Meeting; o., ordained at 


this Meeting. | 
The President read his annual report as follows: 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT. 
Dear Brethren in the Lord: 
When, July 25, 1886, [I stood, with Brother W. F. 
Ulery, the founder of this (St. Mark’s) congregation, 
on the foundation walls of this church, and assisted 


2. him and the brethren G. H. Trabert and A. J. D. 


Haupt in laying the corner stone, this was the outpost 
of English Lutheranism in the Northwest. On Nov. 


28, 1886, the church was consecrated, the Rev. Prof. 


Revere F. Weidner, D. D., L. L. D.,- then of Rock Is- 
land, preaching the sermon. After building the par- 
sonage, Bro. Ulery retired from western work to enjoy 
well-earned rest in the East. The Rev. Prof. G. H. 
Gerberding, D. D., took up the work, and for seven 
years exerted an influence on this community, on the 
Lutherans of the Red River Valley and North Dakota, 
and on at least one large church body, which makes 


his connection with St. Mark’s historic and has started 


English currents of a lasting character. 
Could our earnest request for 


Traveling Missionaries, 


first made in 1891, have been granted, and these fol- 


lowed up by missionary pastors, what a different pic- 
ture this part of our territory would today present. 
But every request, even the one made according to 
your order in last year’s Minutes (page 29), has, owing 


chiefly to the times, resulted in nothing. The fact 


remains that the placing of a Sunday-school mission- 
ary in any one of our Northwestern states would be a 
masterstroke of missionary policy. 
Our English Home Mission Board 

ro however, 80 badly in arrears with the missionaries’ 
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his lal 


ideaten; that euch personal suffering and humiliation 
have been experienced during the past year. Never- 


‘theless, no laborer has been absolutely forced from 


the field. Phe good seed of the Word, thanks to our _ 


Merciful Father, has been sown without interruption, 


and spiritual harvests have been reaped as in what the 
world reckons were more “fortunate” times. Pastors 
and people have passed through a severe discipline in 
patience, faith, humility, and perseverence, not with- 
out our dear Heavenly Father’s knowledge and de- - 


sign, whose supporting hand we recognize with grat- 
-Itude. 


There exists but 

One Vacant Pulpit, 

that of Salem, Minneapolis. After five — a half 

years es R. L. Leatherman in January last ceased 
at Salem, and by removal east is practically 

lost to our field. We shall miss his genial counte- 

nance at our conventions. From he 

sends greetings and regrets. : 

The Rev. E. G. Lund, professor te the Theological 


_ Seminary of the United Norwegian Church, filled Sa- 


lem pulpit in the morning until Easter. His students 


officiated since then and at all the evening services, 


until the arrival, early in June, of Mr. Ernest A. 
Trabert, a Chicago senior. As opportunity offered, I 
gave prompt attention to the affairs of Salem. It is 
believed that the vacancy will be filled by a brother 


whose name and work will greatly strengthen our: 


Synod. 
SEE to the Chicago Synod 


were last summer granted to the Rev. Dr. Gerberding 


end the Rev, ‘hitman. 
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7 
| Fresh Recruits 
appear in the persons of Mr. Frank E. Jensen, who ap- 
plies for ordination, and the Rey. L. Grey of The 
Dalles, Oreg., who, with the endorsement of the West . 
Coast brethren Beates, Anda, and especially Zweizig, 
applies for admission for himself and congregation. 
Bro. Zweizig has been closely associated with the Rev. 
Mr. Grey for over a year and a half, and through his 
hands has passed the extensive correspondence made 
necessary by Bro. Grey’s inability to uppear in. person. 


4 Three New Congregations 


apply for admission. __ 
The Dalles, Oregon, an enterprising town of over 
5,000 inhabitants, situated on the Columbia River, east 


of Portland, is for us the key of eastern Oregon. The_ 


U. S. government has invested over $2,000,000 in great 
locks at this point. Trade comes to this city from 
one hundred miles North and South. The schools con- 
tain a large number of pupils from outside of the city. 
Here in April, 1896, there was temporarily organized 
a congregation of Scandinavian and German material, 
which organized permanently as Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, with the General Council Constitu- 
tion for congregations. There are 45 communicants 
and 87 Sunday-school children. Three classes of cat- 
(chumens, children and adults, are now under instruc- 
tion. A centrally located lot has been purchased, and 
the foundation of a church 34x56 ft., to cost $3,000, is 
laid and paid for. On this foundation is to be built 
the First Lutheran Church of Eastern Oregon. 
_ St. James Church, St. Paul, is in the fine residence 
district known as St. Anthony Hill. The enterprise 
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was placed in the hands of student Frank E. Jensen 
of the Chicago Seminary, and by him organized. 
_ There are 11 communicants and 65 Sunday-school chil- 


dren. The chapel at Marshall and Grotto avenues, 


having been found too small, the Rev. A. J. D. Haupt, 


owner of the property, is erecting a larger _ which 
the congregation will rent from him. 

Jan. 14, 1897, the Rev. J. A. Leas of St. Paul’s, Red — 
Wing, began weekly English service in a hall in the 
village of Goodhue, a place of 250 inhabitants, in a fine 
farming section, 15 miles south of Red Wing on the © 


- Duluth, Red Wing and Southern R. R. With 9 char- 


ter-members he organized St. Luke’s Church. There 
is an average attendance of 60. There are 30 in the 
Sunday-school. Student Merrell E. Boulton of the 
Chicago Seminary is serving the church during the — 
Seminary vacation. Preparations are making for 
erecting a chapel after harvest. Many unconfirmed 
youth of 15-18 years of age are found here. The 8S. S. 


‘Quarterlies of the General Council are used. 


These three churches are our harvest. Praised be 
the name of the Lord. 


The State of the Churches 


could not, for obvious reasons, be ascertained by per- 
sonal inspection, but an extensive correspondence, far — 
more laborious and delicate in the questions involved 
than during either of the preceding years of my pres- 
idency, enables me to speak intelligently. 

The churches are in the main in a healthy state. 
Despite the times, which drag on, there is slight nu- 
merical and some financial gain. The large Easter 


communions, the profitable Melanchthon services, the — 
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"tiger. 
impetus: given to the Sunday-school work since the 
introduction of the new Quarterlies (may we not say 


in consequence of it?), the early Christmas service 


held in many churches, are points for favorable re- 
marks. | 

Pastorless Salem, of course, shows temporary weak- 
ening, but, under Mr. Trabert, catechumens are being 
gathered. 


The Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee, reports ; 


an increase of 40 per cent in 8. 8. attendance, the be- 
_ ginnings of a Home Department for the study of the 


S. S. lesson by adults, the raising of $750 by special ) 


effort for outstanding interest, a legacy of $500, pay- 
able next synodica] year (left by Mrs. Mary A. Boorse, 
one of those who came out from Pennsylvania in 1846), 
and a monthly reception to the ee and 
strangers at the pastor’s home. 


St. John’s, Duluth, found great ina. 


reception to the newly confirmed after Easter. The 
Holy Week and Easter services and Communion were 
highly satisfactory. 


Trinity, St. Paul, is, by Bro. Zuber’s persistent of 
forts, slowly bettering its financial condition. 


St. John’s Minneapolis, rejoices in a complete out- 
fit of altar vestments for the various church seasons, 
the work or gift of the Ladies’ Aid Society and Luther 
League. There are hopeful indications that the erec- 


tion of a chapel on the Chics Avenue property will 


be begun this fall. 
 $t. Paul’s, Red Wing, is only meine the result of 


the harvest to enlarge its entirely inadequate chapel, 


into which 250 were crowded on Easter and from 
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which half as many more were bocued away. There 


is a building fund of $500 on hand. 


St. Paul’s, Red Wing, St. John’s, Minneapolis, and — 
St. Mark’s, Fargo, have each added about 25 per cent 
to the communicant membership. St. Mark’s crosses 
the hundred line. During the year the church build- 


ing has been painted and beautified within and with- 
out. 


Holy Trinity, Seattle, is ie On Jan. 24, 1897, 
Pastor Beates, who had been in charge since Dec. 1, 
1895, was duly installed, the Rev. M. L. Larson, Swed- 
ish pastor loci, delivering the charge to the pastor, 
and the Rev. A. C. Anda, of Tacoma, that to the peo. 
ple. Trade also seems to revive in Seattle. The pas- 
tor is addressing himself to the Sunday-school and 


to the finances. The catechumens confirmed are 


pledged to a stated weekly envelope offering for the — 
support of the church. | 

At Tacoma Bro. Anda finds that many elders are 
beginning to be concerned about the state of their 
children. 

Bro. Sweinsberg’s Salt Lake work has taken a turn 
for the better. Attendance and offerings have in- 

Many individual cases of great interest are report- | 
ed in the Synod, of lost sheep returning to the fold 
from thorny pastures and muddy waters. Several 


transfers of membership have taken place between 


churches within the Synod. All in all we may “thank 
God and take courage.” 


Of Bro. Ohl, I may report, that he is superintend- 


ing the improvements, footing up $15,000, at the Mil. — 
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waukee Hospital, editing the “Annals of the Institu- 
tion of Protestant Deaconesses,” and skillfully guiding 
the developing deaconess’ work at Milwaukee. 


has heard of our work through the many “Lutheran” 
articles supplied by the brethren, which, as I learned 
on my recent Eastern trip, are highly appreciated. I 


was able at that time to deliver a number of addresses — 


in Eastern Pennsylvania churches on our work and 
needs. The most effective work was done by the 
brethren'C. A. Smith and J. A. Bohn on their Eastern 
trips. The latter pleaded our cause before the Boards 
of English Home Missions and Church Extension in 
December and again before the Church Extension 
Board in June, and a plan was formulated for attack- 


ing the heavy debts which. had to be contracted in. 


order to get a foot-hold in the Northwest and on the 
Two Synods Were Visited 
by your President. Last fall I was an honored guest 
at the Chicago meeting of the Chicago Synod, and 
noted the energy with which it is addressing itself to 
the work in the Central West. A few weeks ago, when 
meeting with the grand old Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania at its 150th Convention held in my native church, 
Holy Trinity, Lancaster, Pa., I was struck with Pres. 


Seip’s statement that this Synod of over 300 m‘nisters 


and 120,000 communicants had grown out of so small 
a beginning as 6 ministers, 11 congregations, and 1200 
communicants, a beginning not unlike to our own,— 
7 ministers, 6 congregations, 384 communicants. 
Holy Trinity was erected in 1765, and like many of 
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the English city churches in Eastern Pennsylvania, — 
has been lavishly and tastefully adorned with all man- © 
ner of improvements, at once modern and churchly, 
Could we take our parishoners and their doubting 
neighbors on a day’s visit to one of the large Eastern 


Synods conducted almost exclusively in English, and 


on a week’s tour among the groups of large English — 
churches in the Eastern cities, they would learn what 

English Lutheranism is, and what it may be, yea, must 
be, and, by the help of God, will yet be, in the North- 
west, from Chicago to the Shores of the Pacific Coast. 
God speed the day. 


The General Council 


last fall laid us under obligations to it for two great 
favors. The new ‘‘LUTHERAN’’ is a well balanced 


weekly sheet which pleads our cause editorially. Let 


the war cry for 97-98 be: “A copy of the LUTHERAN 
in every household in our Synod.’’ Thus do the Meth- 
odists, the Presbyterians, the foreign Lutherans, and 
the pestiferous sects, feed and lead their people, and 
thus let us rear a generation of enlightened Luther. 
ans. This will give to our ranks the oe of the an- 
cient Greek phalanx. 

The incipient Publication House rests partly on the | 
sale of the Church Books, and partly on the aston- 
ishing success of our Sunday-school helps. The third 
quarterly issue of the Lesson Quarterlies is over 50,- 
000! ‘Their praise is in all the churches. The learn- 
ing of the church is focussed in them. We may add 


to their usefulness by two practical measures: by es- 
tablishing Home Departments which shall enlist every 


grandsire in our churches in Bible Study; and by com- 
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mending to our Lutheran neighbors the introduction 
of the Quarterlies wherever an English Sunday-school 
or Sunday-school class is begun. Thus shall we at 
once confer and receive a benefit. Our Lutheran 
“neighbors are entitled to the best: the Council series 
already published, and the work already mapped out 
in the graded course to be begun this fall, is the best. 


The National Luther League 


at Ohicago brought to the surface the strength and 
the weakness of the League. movement, the wisdom 
and the folly of its promoters. An admirable . Read- 
ing Course was adopted, which will give the leaguers 
one definite thing to do. A Committee on Model Con- 
stitution was appointed, which will have to answer 
the question: What does the local league really stand 
for? The keynote at Pittsburgh was “Loyalty”; that 
at Chicago, “Literature”; and that at New York in 
1898 will logically be “Labor.” — 

Our Synodical League and our local leagues were 
well represented at Chicago. Members of our Synod 
also took part in district league conventions at Al- 
bert Lea, Minn., and Manitowoc, Milwaukee and Mt. 
Horeb, Wis. In this way we are coming to know oth- 
ers, and they us. 

We are not to take the Luther League movement 
too seriously, so as to imagine that the church stands 
or falls with it, for the church has created the League, 
not the reverse. Neither are we to take it too light- 
ly, as though it were merely a new plan for keeping 
our youth entertained and amused. We are to re- 
gard it as a thoroughly practical and praiseworthy 
effort on the part of our confirmed youth to build up 
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on the tiandations laid in the catechetical class, and 
to fit themselves for understanding and _ performing 
the tasks which the Lord has laid on His church; for — 


heartily seconding the fathers while they lead, and 


for — when the fathers are no more with us. 
Two Matters 


have aes discussed during the year among the duns 


by correspondence, and now come up for adjustment. 
Here at Fargo we are half way between Philadelphia, 
the headquarters of our English General Council work, 
and the West Coast English congregations, with our 
faces turned hopefully and westward. 
The of 

A West Coast Synod 


has been answered by the Home Mission Board, 
granting the Western brethren permission to organ- 
ize whenever they deem it expedient. These brethren, 
however, seem not. to be prepared for that step, and 
desire a semi-detached Conference like the Nova Sco- 


tia Conference of the Pittsburg Synod. Could all of | 


our English Council forces on the West Coast be band- 
ed together and hold official gatherings, our cause 
would undoubtedly be much advanced in those regions. 
This might also solve that other vexed question ; 
the ma of Ee 
If we cannot make our By-Law on this subject effec- 
tive, let us abolish it. : 


And now may peace be upon Israel. Establish 
Thou, O Lord, the works of our hands upon us. 


K. Frick. 


Milwaukee, June 22, 1897. 


] 
| 
+ 
| 
| 
ss 
‘ 
> 
i} 
a 
+ 
. 
4 
a 
| 
| 
| 
q 
q = 
& 
= 


£1897. 


In account with The EVANGELICAL Lore- 
ERAN SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST. 


= June 9, 1896, to June 23, 1897. 
L 


RECEIPTS. 


Milwaukee, Church of the Redeemer......... $102 97 
Minneapolis, St. 62 
Red Wing, St. Pauls. 
Seattle, Holy Trinity:........ 
Salt Lake City, Holy Trinity................. 17 06 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


General Council Foreign Missions...........$ 32 18 . 


General Council Home Missions............. 129 938 
General Council Church Extension.......... 118 96 
Chicago Seminary. .......0 OO OL 
Orphans’ Home, Vasa, Minn................. 20 60 
Synodical Expemses. ta Ue 
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IL. 
Detailed Statement for the Year 1896-18907. 
RECEIPTS. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Church of the Redeemer: 


Synodical Treasury..... ......$20 00 


Gen’! Council Home Missions... 18 76 
Chicago Seminary... ......... 29 21 
Ohurch Extension...... ...... 35 00 


Minneapolis, Minn., St. John’s: 
§Synodical Treasury..... ......$10 00 


Church Extension..... ....... 36 00 


_ Minneapolis, Minn., Salem: 


Synodical Treasury...... .....$23 70 


Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 12 76 


Red Wing, Minn., St. Paul’s: 


Gen’l Council Foreign Missions. $20 00. 


Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 32 00 
Orphans’ Home, Vasa,,.Minn..... 4 


60 


D., St. Mark's: 
Synodical Treasury...... .....$16 84 
Gen’l Council Foreign Missions. 1 46 
Gen’l Council Home 
Church Extension.... ........ 14 68 
Ohicago Seminary.... ........ 7 78 


Seattle, Wash., Church of the Holy Trinity: 


Gen’!] Council Foreign Missions.$ 4 00 


Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 11 16 
Ohurch Extension.... ........ 12 00 


Ohicago Seminary........ .... 5 00 


$102 97 


$36 46 
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Tacoma, Wash., St. John’s: 
Synodical Treasury..... .....$ 4 00 be 
Gen’l Council Foreign Missions. 3 67 
Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 6 00 - 
Ohurch Extension...... ...... 11 33 it 
Chicago Seminary.... ........ 3 67. 

Salt Lake City, Church of the Holy Trinity: — ia 
Gen’l Council Home Missions... $17 05 

St. Paul, Minn., Trinity: — | 
Synodical Treasury..... ..... 00 
Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 6 
Gen’l Council Foreign Missions. 3 00 i 


$19 00 
Duluth, Minn., St. John’s: | 
Synodical Treasury..... ......$16 97 
Church Extension..... ....... 10 00 
Gen’l Council Home Missions.. 17 00 


| ($43 «(97 
Balance in Treasury, 1896.......... 8 7 


$472 
Respectfully submitted, 


Fergo, N. Dak, ene 24, 1897. | 
Referred to auditing committee. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The President appointed as tellers, Mr. H. A. Swan. 
son and Hon. A. Holt. 

On motion of Mr. C. A. Smith, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to cast 
the ballot for Rey. W. K. Frick as President. 

The tellers reported the following officers as elected: 
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President—Rev. K. Frick. 
Sgcretary—Rerv. Wm. H. ZuBer. 
Treasurer—Mr. CHARLES A. SMITH. | 

The Hours of the Business Sessions were fixed at 9 


to 11:45 A. M, and 2 to 5 P.M. 


| WELCOME TO VISITING BRETHREN. | 
At this and subsequent sessions, the President wel- 


comed to a seat in the Convention the following breth- 


ren: 

Rev. J. Telleen, Superintendent of Foreign Missions. 
Mr. J. A. Bohn, of Minneapolis, Minn. 
Rev. C. K. Helland, Wittenberg, Wis. 
Rev. Prof. R. R. Bogstad, Moorhead, Minn. 
Rey. A. Ofstedahl, Moorhead, Minn. 

Prof. E. D. Busby, Moorhead, Minn. 
After a recess of five minutes, Synod heard the 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM. 

On the report of the Examining Committee, candi- 
date Frank E. Jensen, having given satisfactory evi- 
dence of his theological attainments and personal 
faith, is recommended to the Synod for ordination. 

THe SECRETARY. 

The cece we was adopted, and the President announc- 
ed that the ordination service would take place this 
evening. 

The President announced 1 the following 
COMMITTEES : 

1. President’s Report —Rev. 8. W. Hon. A. 
Holt, and Rev. H. K. Gebhart. - | 

2. Auditing—Mr. H. A. Swanson and Mr. F. W. 


Peterson. 


1 
4 
d 
‘ 
55 
at 
3 
&A 
Bikes 
7, 
- 
» 
: £3 
i 
; 
Gales 
rae? 
weet 
. 
4 
2 
¢ 3 
| 


[1897. 
Reception of Congregations —Rev. J. A. Leas, 
Dr. J. F. Ohl, and Mr. ©, N. Erickson. 

4 Statistics and Parochial Reports—Rev. W. H. 
 §. Apportionment—Mr. C. A. Smith and Rev. Al- 

fred Ramsey. 

Excuses—Rev. J. A. Leas. 

7. Reporting for the Press —Rev. H. K Gebhart. 

8. Traveling Expenses—Rey. Alfred and 
Rev. Frank E. Jensen. 

Resolved, ‘That Dr. J. F. Ohl be requested to fur- 
nish a brief report of the Deaconess Motherhouse for 
the minutes. See Appendix. . 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

The committee has provided for all the services of 
this convention. We recommend that the Sunday- 
‘School Convention be called to order by Rev. F. E. 
Jensen; and that the Pastors and Lay Delegates be 
members of it in addition to the regularly elected 8. 8. 
Delegates. We propose that the synodical business 
be conducted according to the printed Program here- 
with submitted. - | 


? 


ie 


THE SECRETARY. 
Adopted, with its recommendations. 
Adjourned, with the use of the Lord’s Prayer. 


? ‘ 


Seeond Session. 
THURSDAY, June 24, 2 Pp. M. 


The devotional service was conducted by Rev. H. K. 
Gebhart. The minutes of the yore session were 
read and approved. 
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REPORT OF ARCHIVARIUS. 


A few photographs and programs have been re- 
ceived. Is it desirable and prudent to collect and 
keep the letters which pass from parish to parish in : 
i our so-called Budget? 
W. K. Frick. 
ae The ben was adopted and the present incumbent 
ag re-appointed. 
| It was resolved that the letters in the 
Budget be preserved and in the Archives of 

ve REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF CONGREGATIONS. 

a. Your Committee have received applications for 
4 membership from St. James English Evangelical 
ite ‘Lutheran Church of St. Paul, and St. Luke’s Evangeli- 

| cal Lutheran Church of Goodhue, Minnesota; also 
ion Evangelical Lutheran Church of The Dalles, Ore- — 
; We have examined the constitutions of these con- 
. gregations and find them based upon that recom- 
mended for congregations by the General Council and 
in harmony with our Synodical Constitution.  _ 

We recommend that these congregations be receiv- 
ed into Synodical membership. 

2 Student M. E. Boulton has pastoral charge of St. 
-._Luke’s and presents his credentials as duly certified 
; delegate of the congregation. We advise that his 
' - mame be entered upon the roll of membership. 
J. A. Leas, 


J. F. Ont, 
C. N. Erickson, 


The report was adopted, with its recommendations, 
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REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 
Your Committee has examined the Treasurer’s ac- 
counts and find the same correct. 
F. W. PETERSON, 
H. A. SWANSON. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPORTIONMENT. 


The following Budget is recommended for 1897-98: 
Synodical General Expenses.................$100 00 
President and Traveling Missionary.......... 35 00 
Chicago Theological Seminary...... ........ 110 00 
General Council Home Missions............ . 190 00 
General Council Foreign Missions............ 85 00 


00 
We recommend the following eT to 
the respective congregations: 
OChurch of the Redeemer, Milwaukee. .$100 00 
St. John’s, Minneapolis............ ........ 110 00 
St. PauPs, Red Wine. .... 
Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City................ 25 00 
St. James’, 
St. Luke’s, Goodhue. ........... 1000 


$620 00 
‘The Committee earnestly requests Pastors and con- 


gregations to look upon the amounts apportioned as 


General Council Church Extension........... 100 00 
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an obligation and to make every effort to meet the 
C, A. SMITH, 
| ALFRED RAMSEY. 
Adopted, after consideration. | 
On motion it was decided that Synod adjourn until 
to-morrow, after the address on the subject of “For- 
eign Missions” -by the Rev. J. Telleen, Supt. of the 
Foreign Mission Board. 


Third Session. 


: ae FRIDAY, June 25, 9:30 a M. 
The Matin Service was conducted me Rey. F. E. Jen- 
sen. | 
The Roll was called and the minutes of the second 
session were read and approved. 


REPORT OF THE MINISTERIUM. 


han the recommendation of the Ministerium, Rev. L. 
rey, pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, The Dalles, 


“oe was received as a member of Synod and his 


name entered on the roll. \ 
REPORT OF CONNITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


Your Committee begs leave to report as follows: 

The President’s Annual Report reminds us of the 

proposed Traveling Missionary for this Synod and 
asks: Should we renew our request that he be ap- 


pointed? 


1, Your that this be done. 
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2. With regard to the organizing of a new Synod 

by our brethren in the Western portion of our terri- 
tory, we would recommend that if they deem it expe- 
dient, they organize themselves into a Conference of 


the Synod in ‘accordance with provisions made for such | 


organization. 

8. Resolved, that the Synod observe the rule 
touching the matter of equalizing the traveling ex- 
penses of pastors and delegates in attendance at Sy- 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. W. KuHns, 


A. HOLT, 
H. K. GEBHART. 


On motion of Mr. C. A. Smith: 


Resolved, That the Synod appoint a Committee to ~ 


prepare a statement of the needs of the Northwest as 
regards English work, said statement to accompany 
the request for the appointment of a Traveling Mis- 
sionary, and to be published in the LUTHERAN. 

The resolution was adopted and the following Com- 
mittee appointed: 

Dr. J. F. Ohl, from Wisconsin. 

Rev. Alfred Ramsey, from Minnesota. 

Rev. H. K. Gebhart, from N. Dakota. 

It was also 

Resolved, That Rev. A. C. Anda and Rev. J. F. 
Beates be requested to prepare a pepe, from 
the ‘West Coast. 


REORGANIZATION OF HOME MISSION WORK. 


The Proposed Plan for the Reorganization of the 
Home Mission Work of the General Council (See Min- 
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utes 1895, p. wad referred to for 
was considered and approved. 
It was 


Resolved, That the General Council be meal in 
place one or more members of the Synod of the North- 
west on its Board of English Home Missions. 

The Synod elected the following 

DELEGATES TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL : 
PRIMARI. 
Rev. W. K. Frick, ex officio. Mr. J. A. Bohn. 
-SECUNDI. 


Rev. 8S. W. Kuhns, Mr. C. A. Smith, Mr. H. A. Swan- 
son. 


Adjourned with prayer by Rev. J. A. Leas. 


Fourth Session. 


Sarorpay, June 26, 9 a. Mm. 
The session was opened with the Matin Service, con 
ducted by Rev. J. A. Leas. The Roll was called and — 
the minutes of the third session were read and 
adopted. | 
UNPINISHED BUSINESS. 


- The following is the unfinished business in the Min- 
utes of 1896. 


Page 29: Has the paper on “Minnesota Laws Re- 


' lating to Church Property, Marriage and Divorce,” 


been deposited in the Archives of Synod? No. 
Page 29: Traveling 8. 8. Missionary, etc. What 
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has been done? The request was made, but: nothing 


done. 


Page 29: Has the Central Pastoral Conference | 


been organized? No. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS. 
Churches and Chapels—Brick, 2; 
Value of Church Property... 000% $77,300 00 
Communicants (gain 206)................. 
Communed during the year............... 749 
Baptized membership (gain 400)........... 2147 


Additions—Adult Baptism ...... 
Confirmation ......... 83 
Profession .......... B 


175 


Removal 


Sunday Schools... 
Teachers and officers........ 131 | 
Pupils (gain 206)........:.. 1274 | 

| — 1405 

Average attendance (gain a 838 
Benevolence— 
Synodical Treasury...... 
Education (decrease, $27.19)....:..... | 
‘Home Missions and Church Extension. 270 41 
Foreign Missions (decrease .90)...... | 60 38 


61 94 
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Other Charitable Work (decrease $1822) 32 66 
. Oongregational expenses (increase 


Total (increase, $1030.40)........ ... $9,694 68 
For particulars see Parochial Reports. | 
| THe SECRETARY. 
- REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES. 


Your Committee reports the absence of the follow. 
ing members of Synod: Rev. J. F. Beates of Seattle; 
Rey. A. C. Anda of Tacoma; Rev. A. C. Sweinsberg of 
Salt Lake City, all of whom are absent because of the 
great distance of their fields of labor; and Rev. R. L. 


Leatherman, who has removed beyond the bounds of 
Synod. Bro. Leatherman sends greetings to the Sy- 


nod from his Eastern home and wishes God’s bless- 
ing upon our Church in the Northwest. 

Mr. Henry G. Rahn, delegate of the Church of the 
Redeemer, and Mr. Albert Berg of Trinity, St. Paul, 
are also absent. We recommend that all these bweth- 
ren be excused. 

Judge A. Holt and Mr. C. A: Smith were ane 
from attendance after Friday evening; and Dr. J. F. 
Ohi requests to be excused after. Saturday evening. 
We advise that his request be granted. 


J. A. Leas 
pajonrend with prayer by Dr. J. F. Ohl. 


Pifth Session. 
| SATURDAY, June 26, 2 P. M. 


Devotional services were conducted by Mr. M. E. 
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Roll was called and the minutes of the fourth ses- 
sion were read and adopted. ) 
The regular order of the Program was 
THE DOCTRINAL DISCUSSION, 
Chapter Ill, of the Apology of the OConfes- 
sion. “Of Love and the fulfilling of the Law.” z 
‘The subject was opened by Rev. 8. W. Kuhns. The 
following is a Synopsis of his paper: 


1. The Law in and of itself does not give salvation. 


2. of the Law is the occasion 
of sin in man. | 4 

38. In view of his importect obedience pe the Law, 
man’s condition under the Law remains one of con- 
demnation and death, life by the deeds of the Law 
not being attainable. 

4. The Law has fts source in Divine Love, and is 
perfect. 

5. Itis satisfied with nothing short of perfect Love 

on man’s part, gt 
6. It cannot justify man, therefore, on account of 
his Love, or by his Love he cannot render the required 
obedience. 

General discusssion followed. 


ny REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TRAVELING EXPENSES. 


Your Committee respectfully reports as follows: 
Total expense $115. 84; average 


It is recommended that, for the purpose of equaliz- 
ing this expense, the following congregations pay into 


the Synod’s treasury the sums below named: 
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St. John’s, . 19 31 

And that the following congregations be paid by 
the Treasurer of Synod the sums here named: 


~ St. John’s, Duluth...... 
Church of the Redeemer, Milwaukee........... 7 33 


That the Secretary be tiatrecten to notify the sev- 
eral congregations indebted under above report, to re- 
mit the respective amounts to the treasurer of Synod, 
who shall distribute the amount so received to the 
several congregations entitled to rebate. | 

Tt is further recommended that the Synod at an 


early session in its next convention determine a meth- 


od whereby the special fund for this object (See Min- 
utes meh, page 29) may be provided and maintained. 
Respectfully submitted, 


ALFRED RaMSFY, 
Frank E. JENSEN. 


‘PLACE OF NEXT MEETING. 
An invitation from St. John’s congregation was ex- 
tended to Synod by Rev. Alfred Ramsey, to hold its 
next annual Convention in Minneapolis, Minn. The 


invitation was accepted. The time is June 22, 1898. 


Adjourned, with the use of the Lord's prayer, to 
meet Monday at 2 P. M. | 


Sixth Session. 


Monpbay, June 28, 2 p. m. 
“:Devotional services were condu oted by Rev. Wm. 


H. Zuber. | 
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The Roll was called, and the Minutes of the fifth 


session were read and approved. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


” Resolved. That the next Convention of Synod in- 
elude the Luther League and Sunday-School Conven- 


tions. 


Resolved, That the iseteis of the Luther League 


and Sunday- School con ventions be printed in the Sy- 


nodical Minutes. 


Resolved, that 1500 copies of the Minutes be vital 
ed, and that copies be sent by the Secretary to all the 


prominent clergymen in the General Council. 


Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to ge- 
cure the statistics from the Pastor of the Zion con- 


gregation, The Dalles, Ore., and incorporate i te in 


Resolved, That the President bear the fraternal 


greetings of this Body to the Icelandic Synod in ses- 


sion at Minneota, Minn. 


THANKS. 


Resolved, That the Synod of The Northwest heartily 


thanks the St. Mark’s Congregation and their Pastor, 


for the generous hospitality which the Synod, the 


Luther League and Sunday-School delegates have en- 


_joyed during the present conventions. 
Resolved. That Synod returns its thanks to the 


Press of Fargo, for — the ee of pass 


conventions. 
The President announced the 
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Executive Committee—The officers of Synod, 


officio. 


Kzamining Committee —Dr. J. Ohl, Rev. 8S. W. 
Kuhns and Rey. Alfred Ramsey. 

Archivarius—Rev. W. K. Frick. 

The Minutes were read and approved. _— 

Synod adjourned. Two stanzas of the hymn, “A 
Mighty Fortress is our God,” were sung and President 
W. K. Frick closed the Seventh Convention of the 
Synod of the Northwest according to Liturgical Form. 

Ws. H. Secretary. 


of the Ministerium. 


‘THurspay, June 24, 10:30 P. M. 
The ielsterinm was called to order by the Pres- 
ident and opened with prayer by Rev. 8. W. Kuhns. 


REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE. | 
The Examining Committee has held a colloquium 


with Mr. Frank E. Jensen, who applies for ordination. 


Mr. Jensen has during the last five years been a stu- 
dent in the Chicago Seminary, has graduated in 17 of 
the courses offered by said institution, and has been 


galled by St. James Church of St. Paul, Minn. The 


Committee after a careful examination into the faith’ 
and motives of Mr. Jensen recommends him for or- . 


dination. 


The Rev. L. Grey of The Dalles, Oregon, has 
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31 | 
“for membership in this Synod. The circumstances 
surrounding ‘this case are somewhat peculiar; but 


after much correspondence and a very careful inquiry 


ALFRED RAMSEY. 


The Report was received for consideration. After 


favorable action on that part of the report pertaining 
to the ordination of Mr. Jensen and pending further 


consideration, the ministerium adjourned with. prayer 


by the President. 


J. F. 
S. W. 


into all the facts, the Committee recommends his re- 


ce 


Seeond Session. 


The 


The Ministeriam was called to order by the 


FRIDAY, June 25, 9 a. M. 
‘dent and opened with prayer by Dr. J. F. Ohl. 


minutes of the first session were read and approved. 


REPORT OF THE EXASUNING COFINITTEE 


was again taken up and the report adopted as a whole. 


Adjourned with prayer by the President. 


Ws. H. Zuser, Secretary. 
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Religious Services. 


Wednesday Evening: SERVICE. 
Synodical Sermon by the President, Rev. W. K. 
Frick, on Rom. 1:14-16. 


Thursday, 4 P. M. Address— ‘ ‘Foreign Missions,”’ 
by Rev. J. Telleen, Supt. of Gen. Council 
Foreign Missions. ae 


Thursday oF Frank E. Jen- 
sen. 
Ordination Sermon, by Rey. J: A. Leas, Red 


Wing, Minn. 
Friday Evening: League CONVENTION. 


Sunday Morning: Divine SERVICE. 
Altar Service conducted by Rev. F. E. Jensen, 
St. Paul, Minn. ee 
Sermon by Rev. S. W. Kuhns, Duluth, Minn. 


Sunday Noon: CuHILDREN’s SERVICE. 
Addresses by Visiting Brethren. 


Sunday Evening: Addresses by Rev. Alfred Ramsey, 
Minneapolis, Minn., Rev. J. A. Leas, Red Wing, 
-Minn., and Rev. W, K. Frick, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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League Convention. 


Fripay, June 25, 8 P. M. 
The Second Annual Luther League Convention was 


opened with devotional service conducted by Rev. F. 


E. Jensen. Miss Nannie Smith; Second Vice-presi- 
dent, presided. Mr. M. E. Boulton of the pees Sem- 
inary was elected Secretary pro tem. 
| The Roll was called by parishes as follows: 
St. John’s, Minneapolis—Rev. Alfred Ramsey. 
Salem, Minneapolis—Misses Nannie Smith and Ly- 
dia T. Lagerstrom. 


‘St. John’s, Duluth—Mr. ©. N. Erickson, Misses Tillie 


: and Clara Mecalson. 

St. Paul’s, Red Wing—Mr. Henry A. Swanson. 
Trinity, St. Paul—Rev. Wm. H. Zuber. 

Church of Redeemer, Milwaukee—Rev. W. K. Frick. 
St. Mark’s, Fargo—Misses Ida Garmann, Rena Cal- 
mer, Edythe Blom, Anna Severson and Mrs. H. K. 
Gebhart. 

There were no , delegates present from St. John’s, 
Tacoma; Holy Trinity, Salt Lake City; Holy Trinity, 
Seattle; St. James, St. Paul; St. Luke’s, es and 
Zion, The Dalles. — 

In the absence of the President, Rev. 8. W. Kuhns 


THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 

Fellow Luther Leaguers: 

_ At the Luther League Convention held in Red 
Wing, Minn., June 12, 1896, in connection with the 
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English Synod of the Northwest a permanent Synodi- 
cal Luther League composed of the Leagues of the 


_ Synod of the Northwest was organized. The attend- 


ance was large and the zeal for League work was in- 
tensified. Our Synod as a body and our ministers as 
individuals, have encouraged and fostered the League 


movement at all times. 


The replies to a.series of questions vast out some 
time ago developed the fact that St. Paul’s of Red 
Wing ‘has the largest membership, namely, 47; that 
Special Sunday League meetings have been the ex- 
ception and not the rule, and have not been as success- 
ful as they should have been in point of attendance 
and interest; that consequently the use of the League 
topics has not been very extensive; that monthly 
meetings generally at the homes of the members are 
the rule, where a diversity of features of an educa- 
tional, historical, musical, religious, and social are in- 


_ troduced into the programs. These meetings are, as 


a rule, well attended. 
Some leagues raise no funds while others report 

very handsome amounts that have been applied to the 
needs of the congregation. Salem of Minneapolis re- 
ports raising $100.00 which was applied toward the 
purchase of an organ for the church. St. John’s of 


- Duluth applies 80 per cent of its funds to a sinking © 


fund for liquidating the principal of the church debt. 
As to the benefits to the congregation from the league 
work I can sum it up in no better words than by quot- 
ing Pres. Frick’s answer to the 7th question: that the | 
League work develops “church love and church intel- 


ligence.” It is not the aim of the League to take the 


_ of the er: -School nor of the pastor and con- 
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gregation. It is the aim of the League to glorify God 
and work for the spread of His Kingdom by up-build- 
ing the Lutheran church. The Luther League that 
loses sight of that central idea is beating aimlessly 
about in the dark. The first thing for Luther 
Leaguers to learn is that they need not be ashamed 
_of their church, and the second to so conduct them- 
selves that the church shall have no cause to be 
ashamed of them. He should make it his business 
to know the doctrines of the Lutheran Church, for 


thus only, will he be able to defend his faith against 


all the ists and isms that are becoming more and 
more numerous daily. He should know the life and 


times of Martin Luther, for the better informed he is 
on the momentous questions that convlused empires 


in those days the less will he be influenced by the 
claims of Rome on the one hand and the pretensions 
of the various later reformers on the other. A vacil- 
latiug Lutheran is generally an ignorant Lutheran. 
He should know the history, past and present of the 
Lutheran Nations, and the closer he follows this study, 
the less will he be inclined to blush for nie fellow 
The intelligent Luther meatier glorifies God by 
working for the glory of His Church. een 


But you cannot become an intelligent Lutheran by _ 


eating and drinking and listening to humorous poems 
and having a nice time socially. The League that ex- 
ists only for social purposes travels around in a circle 
and finds itself at the end of the year where it began, 
providing it has not retrogressed. What Luther 
Leaguers need is more spiritual life and less worldli- 
ness; more desire for knowledge and less listlessness; 
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keener consciences of what is right and proper and 
less of the idea that christians can walk in dangerous 


_ paths and still be saved by their church membership. 
_ With too many of us social ‘duties go before our duties 
to God, and the stomach is considered of vastly more 
importance than the soul. | 


The League should and can be of benefit to the 
church and to the individual .but it takes earnest and 
conscientious work. We must get out of the rut of 


selfishness and laziness and into the paths of self. 


denial and consecration. | 


Every Luther League can be a ‘esibsibion school for 
intelligent, earnest and enthusiastic church workers. 


But the Luther Leaguer to be a church worker must 
first of all be a church-goer; this will necessarily in- 
terfere with dancing parties, Sunday picnics and Sun- 
day excursions. A Luther Leaguer cannot serve two 
masters! A League of 20 consecrated workers can ac- 


complish wonders for the congregation. It means 20 | 
persons always in their pews. It means 20 who can 


sing all the church hymns and responses. It should 
mean 20 who are officers or teachers in the Sunday- 
School or members of the bible class. It means 20 


who are regular contributors to the financial support 
of the congregation. It means 20 who ask their 
_friends to come to the church services and that influ- 
ence alone should fill any mission chapel in the Synod. 
It means 20 whose influence should be to impress the 


community with honor and respect for the Lutheran 


_ church in particular and the Word of God in general. 


“By their fruits ye shall know them.” Every com- 


munity will honor a church whose exemplify 
the Fruits of the 
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Sensational devices may make a church popular for 
a while, but permanent prosperity will only come to 
the church whose membership commands respect. 
It means 20 who will work for the spread of the Gos- 
pel in any and all ways consonant with oo bia once 
tive callings. 

Will the Leagues ‘of the Synod of the Northwest t be 
such agencies? Will they listen to the call of the 
Holy Spirit and do the work that they can and shou'd 
do? Will they be merely bands of idle, gossiping, 
frivolous, do-nothing young men and women, ‘content 
to grovel in the dust of worldliness, or will they strive 
for a higher christian ideal, yea, even the example of 
their Blessed Master and Redeemer? Will they arise 
out of their lethargy and exclaim “I must do the work 
of him that sent me while it is day.” 

May the Giver of all good grant that every Luther 
Leaguer may realize his —_ duty and enable him to 


same. 


Duluth, Minn., June 21, 1897. 
The following officers were elected: 
President—Mr. H. O. H. Munson. 
First Vice-president—Miss Nannie Smith. 
Second Vice-president—Miss Rena Calmer. | 
Secretary—Miss Lydia T. Lagerstrom. 
Treasurer—Mr. J. F. Paul Gross. 
An address was delivered by Mr. J. F. Paul Gross 
of Fargo. 
Miss Edythe Blom gave a report of the eit of o 
Luther League at Fargo. 
Minutes were read and adopted. Adjourned to 
meet on Monday evening. 


H. O. H. Munson. 
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Monpay, June 28, 8. P. M. 
The Luther League Rally was pene with devo- 
tional service by Rev. F.E.Jensen. 
Addresses were made by members of the convention 
on “The National Convention of 96.” “The Chicago 
Luther Leagues.” “The Devotional Aspect of the 


League.” “The Luther League Review.” “The 


League Topics.” “The Convention of 1898 in New 


York City. ws 


On motion it was 


_ Resolved, That all Luther Leagues of the Synods be 
‘requested to pay two (2) dollars annually into the 


Treasury of the Synodical League, for the purpose of 
sending a delegation to the convention in. New York 
City in 1898 


‘After singing the hymn, “‘A Mighty Fortress, ’’the 


_ Luther League Rally was closed with the — 
tion by Rev. K. Frick. 


Lypia T. LAaGERSTROM, | 
Secretary. 
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Sunday School Convention 


THIRD ANNUAL MEETING. 


-Fripay, June 25, 2p. M. 


‘The meeting was opened with devotional service by 
Rev. F. E. Jensen. Prayer by Rev. A. Ramsey. 
Roll was called by parishes, which showed the fol- 
lowing delegates present: 
Church of Redeemer, Milwaukee, Rev. W. K. Frick. 
St. John’s, Duluth, Mr. C. N. en Misses Tillie 
and Clara Mecalson. | 
Trinity, St. Paul, Rev. Wm. H Suber. 
St. Mark’s, Fargo, Misses Rena Calmer, Ida Gar- 


mann, Edythe Blom, Anna Severson and Mrs, H. K. 


Gebhart. 

Salem, Minneapolis, Miss T. ‘Lagerstrom. 

St: John’s, Minneapolis, Mr. J. A. Bohn. 

St. Paul’s, Red Wing, Mr. Henry A. Swanson. 

St. James, St. Paul, Rev. F. E. Jensen. 

St. Luke’s, Goodhue, Mr. M. E. Boulton. . 

On motion it was ordered that members of Synod be 
considered members of the Convention, adding to the 
list: Rev. S. W. Kuhns, of Duluth; Rev. H. K. Geb- 
hart, Fargo; Mr. C. A. Smith, Rev. Alfred Ram- 
sey and Judge A. Holt, Minneapolis; Rev. J. A. Leas, 
Red Wing; Mr. F. W. Peterson, Fargo; and Dr. J. F. 
Ohl of Milwaukee. 

Total number of twenty-two, 

Election of officers: 

On motion it decided that the oe be bidet: 
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ed to caat-the ballot for Rey. F. E. Jensen as President. 
Miss Lydia T. Lagerstrom was re-elected Secretary. 
“Teaching in the Primary Department,” was the sub- 
ject of a paper, prepared by Mrs. J. A. Leas of Red 
Wing, and read by Rev. Leas. It gave rise to an in- 
teresting discussion which centered about the point, 
“How far Kindergarten Methods could profitably be 
‘used in Primary work.” 
Rev. H. K. Gebhart opened the discussion of the 
topic “The Home Department.” | The theoretical and 
the practical phases were considered. 
The next subject was “Sunday-School Chtecntere” 
+» which was excellently treated by Rev. F. E. Jensen. 
The time for closing having arrived an extension of | 
ten minutes was taken for the Question Box. After 
reading the minutes the convention closed with the 
use of the Long MetretDoxology and Benediction. 


Lypia T. LAGERSTROM, 
Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


REPORT OF THE RECTOR OF THE DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE AND 
‘HOSPITAL AT MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


‘It is with devout gratitude to Admighty God that . 


the last year can be spoken of as a year of progress 


in our work. Though the number of Sisters is. still 


altogether inadequate even for present needs, marked 
_advances have been made in other directions. _ Preju- 


dices are disappearing; the fundamental principles un- 


derlying the work are coming to be better understood 
both within and without the House; and the constant- 
‘ly increasing number of inquiries for the literature of 
the subject unmistakably indicate a growing interest. 

Progress has also been made in a material way. 
Our building is now undergoing reconstruction, and 
when completed will afford. many additional facilities 
and conveniences. Nevertheless a separate building 
for the Sisters, so that the present structure can_ be 
devoted entirely to hospital purposes, will become an 
absolute necessity in the near future. The improve- 
ments now under way have been made possibly alto- 


gether by the generosity of devoted friends in Milwau- 
kee, though several Thousand dollars still remain to be — 


raised. 
The present number of Sisters, including all proba- 
tioners and the only surviving member of the Roches- 
ter House, no longer in active service, is twenty-three, 
an increase of two over the preceding year. Whilst 
five new probationers were admitted during the past 
year, two were retired as unsuited for the work and 
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_ one relinquished the work voluntarily. As “Probe- 
meisterin” (Teaching and Training Sister) the Mother- 
house has for a time secured the services of Sister 


Magdalena Steinmann of the Philadelphia Mother- 
house, formerly of Neuendettelsau, whose abilities and 


experience eminently qualify her for this position. 


The usual course of instruction was given during th: 
winter by the Rector, the Probemeisterin, members of 
the Hospital Staff, and the Directing Sister. 


During the year ending Dec. 31, 1896, 385 patients 


were nursed in the Hospital. Of the total number of 
nursing days, aggregating 13,361, 6,186 were devoted to 
free patients, at an outlay of over $6,000. Most of this 
large sum was realized from the income for free beds 
and from benevolent contributions. An increase in 


' the number of Endowed beds and of free-will offer- 
ings would enable the institution to extend its benev- 


olent work. As soon as the number of Sisters and 
the means will allow, it is also our purpose to include 
other branches of deaconess work. 


Three Sisters are stationed at the Passavant Me- : 
morial Hospital, Jacksonville, Ill.; three at the Passa- 


vant Hospital, Pittsburg, Pa; ‘iad on the ist of July 
the Passavant Memorial Home for Epileptics, at 
Rochester, Pa., will become a station of the Mother- 


. house, with two Sisters. 
| Our greatest need is more Sisters. “Pray ye there-— 


fore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send forth 
laborers into His harvest”; and let this cause lie as 


close to the heart of our pastors and people as every _ 


other in which the Church is engaged. 


J. F. 
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